THE THIRTEENTH AMENDMENT

but not those under our control. The legal effect of such a
proclamation had been a matter of dispute. Some persons
held that the President had the constitutional power to
issue it and that all the slaves designated were free, or
would become so whenever the rebellion should be crushed;
while others contended that it had no effect either dejure
or de facto. It was the duty of the lawmaking power to
put an end to this uncertainty by some act more compre-
hensive than any that had yet been adopted. Would a
mere act of Congress suffice? It had been an axiom of all
parties from the beginning of the Government that Con-
gress had no authority to interfere with slavery in the
states where it existed. We had authority, of course, to
put down the enemies of the country and the right to slay
them in battle; we had authority to confiscate their prop-
erty; but did that give us authority to slay the friends
of the Union, to confiscate their property, or to free their
slaves? In his opinion the only conclusive and irrepeal-
able way to make an end of slavery was by an amend-
ment of the Constitution, and the only practical question
remaining was whether the resolution recommended by
the committee could secure a two-thirds vote in Congress
and the concurrence of three fourths of the states. There
were thirty-five states, including those in rebellion, and
two territories about to become states. Presumably the
affirmative votes of twenty-eight states would berecjuired
for ratification.

In this speech Trumbull gave public expression to Ills
feelings regarding the feeble prosecution of the TOF to
which he had given private expression m,t^;|^tiM.t6
friends referred to in the preceding chapter fte saidi

I trust that within a year, in less time ifatn ft will take to make
this constitutional amendment effective^ opr armies Will have

put to flight the rebel annfesi I tl&k I| oiight to have been

ch indicate that Mr. Lincoln continued to consult my father prac-
